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Important Date!
Tuesday 7 January
Students Begin
Lent Term

Latest News
Twitter
Facebook
Website
To keep up to date with the latest
news and events from the School,
please remember that you can follow
Ixworth School on twitter:
@IxworthFS. Please also check our
webpage for regular updates, and
our Facebook page, just search for
Ixworth School on Facebook.

Safeguarding
Should you have any safeguarding concerns, please
contact Mr Cooper Designated Safeguarding Lead on
01359 234050 or for more information please visit
www.ixworthschool.org.uk/safeguarding.
Ixworth School’s named safeguarding
trustee is Mrs Chenery-Morris.
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We have enjoyed a very successful first term
and haven’t stopped! From Ofsted to the
increase in sporting fixtures; from Kitchens of
the Globe events with Year 7 and 8 parents
and carers to drama workshops; from
the new School Choir to Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh expeditions, this term has seen us
push ourselves in order that we can offer our
students more.

Mr Barrow

Headteacher
And whilst it is always good to see the
broad range of extra-curricular and personal
development opportunities included in this edition of the Ixchange,
it is the small things within our School that give me the greatest
sense of pride. Students and staff eating together in the restaurant;
Year 9 students acting as peer readers, supporting students in Year
7; Mr Cooper greeting every single student at the start of each day
.... and the list goes on. The sense of community in our School is
strong and I’m grateful to parents and carers for their continued
support.

Finally, the end of term will of course bring our Success Assembly
and Christmas Enrichment activities. Then, looking ahead to next
term, we are putting on a major production of ‘The Sound of Music’
- details will be on our website and I know it will be an event to
remember. Before then, I hope that all readers enjoy a relaxing and
happy Christmas and New Year!
Mr Barrow, Headteacher
It has been my great pleasure to lead Ixworth as Head of School.
There are too many highlights from this term to mention; however,
I am immensely proud of the very positive responses to our
PSHE programme and the Mock General Election. Our students
continue to impress me on a daily basis and I very much look
forward to welcoming them back in the New Year.
Merry Christmas to you all.
Mrs P Parker, Head of School

Careers Day
Our first PSHE Day of the academic year focused on
‘Careers’. Some of the highlights of the day include:
Barclays ‘Life Skills’ programme; a Post 16 presentation
from West Suffolk College; access to the ‘Icanbea’ careers
website and an external speaker.

Friends’ Christmas Fair
On Friday 6 December the much anticipated annual Christmas Fair took
place. Parents, students and staff supported the event and a fantastic £892
was raised.
Thank you to our amazing Friends of Ixworth.You make such a difference!!

THE TERM IN PHOTOS

Sport at SET Ixworth this term.
#challenge #cooperation

Great to welcome so many
Year 7 and 8 parents and
carers to Kitchens of the Globe.
#community

Year 8 students ‘enjoying’
trying ‘les escargots’ to mark
the end of their unit on food
and drink in French.
Miam, miam!
Food technology as part of
our enrichment programme.

This term’s Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh Expedition.
#challenge #cooperation

Skiing
lessons in
preparation
for the
Cross-Trust
Ski Trip.
#challenge
#confidence

Delighted to welcome so
many families for our Open
Evening. Record numbers. So
proud of amazing students
and staff who showed our
school off. #community
#celebration

Rehearsals for the next School
Production - Sound of Music are underway. #commitment

Cross Country!
#challenge
#celebration

Achievement Evening
Our Annual Achievement Evening took place on Thursday
12 December and it was wonderful to see current and
former students coming together to celebrate their
successes and to collect prizes and awards.
Students were inspired with tales of determination and
endeavour from this year’s guest speaker, Paralympic
athlete and former Royal Marine, Joe Townsend.
Joe enthused students at SET Ixworth School with his passion for sport and his resilience in
the face of adversity, which has led him to become one of the world’s best para-triathletes.
After losing both legs in an explosion while on tour in Afghanistan as Royal Marine
Commando, Joe was determined to return to his previous fitness level, which led him to
become a world-renowned para-triathlete. Joe competed in the Rio Paralympic Games in
2016 and won gold at the ITU World Triathlon Championships in 2017 and 2018. At the
London 2012 Paralympic Games, Joe tackled his fear of heights by carrying the Paralympic
Flame into the stadium with a dramatic high-wire entrance as part of the opening ceremony.
After sharing his motivational story, Joe presented awards and prizes to students of all ages
for their individual achievements and progress made in academic subjects, and success in
extra-curricular activities such as Sea Cadets and work experience placements.

Ixworth Votes!
Like the rest of the country, we voted on Thursday 12 December. Inspired by trailblazers
like Greta Thurnberg, we wanted to speak out and to be heard.
To capture what we believe are the main national debates around leave vs. remain and
climate change, four parties were represented: Conservative, Green, Labour and Liberal.
We started the day with a whole school assembly which wasn’t really an assembly; it was a
hustings. The four candidates spoke and changed our minds! Labour pitched by saying they
are for the many and not the few. Conservatives argued back by saying that getting Brexit
done is for everyone. Liberals opposed this and focused on ending the post code lottery of
life. Greens focused on the future.
We all then voted and on Friday morning we all returned to the New Hall. Each of us as
the returning officers read out the results for our year groups. First Past the Post focuses
on constituencies and the Conservatives won a majority - 7 seats. Labour were the
second largest party with 4 constituencies. Liberals won one seat and the Green didn’t
win any. However, when you look at the proportion of votes, the picture changes a little.
Conservatives won 45% of the vote; Labour got 26% but the Greens got 15% and the
Liberals got 14%.
We learnt one thing on Friday. The system may not be fair but we need to be heard. If Greta
can get Donald Trump to tweet about her campaign, we can influence our country. Brexit
will affect us, but will it be for the better of for the worse?
The SET Ixworth School Returning Officers

What’s next for Ixworth?
Staff Promotions

Mr Hale has been
promoted to Lead
Practitioner (SENDCo)
and joins the Senior
Leadership Team from
January 2020.

Mr Jackson has also
been promoted to the
Senior Leadership Team
from January 2020. He
will continue to lead
Years 9 and 10 as their
Senior Tutor.

Mr Cooper has been
promoted to Pastoral
Support Officer and the
Designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL).

Building Projects
Work has already begun to create a Learning Resources Centre within the School. This will
see PCs added to what is currently the library. The centre will be open to students at break,
lunchtimes and after school and will also be used for research and the delivery of Computer
Science.
Plans to convert the nursery to the far left of the School have now been agreed and this
space will be open in September 2020. As part of this project, we are looking to create a
new Art and Photography studio.

Contact us...

01359 234 050

We welcome your feedback, news and comments.
Email us: ixworth@seckfordeducation.org.uk

SET Ixworth School, Walsham Road,
Ixworth, IP31 2HS

www.ixworthschool.org.uk

