
Family Bulletin
Message from the Heads of School 

We are two weeks into the new half term and we have already crammed 
our calendar with a multitude of activities. Last week started with a drive on 
expectations and uniform within the school and the students have taken a 
real pride in their appearance. Year 11 have started the half term with a full 
mock GCSE timetable, last week they completed their English language, English 
literature, maths, history, biology, chemistry and physics. Every Year 11 student 
has shown resilience, dedication and motivation within their approach to the 
exams, and as a school we are incredibly proud of how they have conducted 
themselves. This week they completed their French reading, listening and 
writing, geography, music, DT, art, PE and computer science. Year 11 will be 
having a mock exam results afternoon before the Year 11 Progress Evening on Tuesday 3 December. 

On Wednesday 6 November our pastoral team organised a Stand Up 2 Cancer colour dash event, this 
was led by Mrs Bevan and the students raised over £400. On Armistice Day, three members of our 
student leadership team laid a wreath at the Saxmundham war memorial. Petra, Evie and Elizabeth wrote 
a dedication and presented this as part of the Remembrance Service. We would also like to thank all the 
students involved in the Shakespeare Schools Festival - arranged and choreographed by Mrs Leggitt - and 
Mrs Marsden and the pastoral team for organising the Post 16 careers event.

In addition to all of that... lessons and high quality learning have continued with a flying start this half term. 
The English classes have impressed us with the use of Tier 2 vocabulary. Year 7 have shown dedication in 
Mrs Durrant’s history class this week when reviewing their half term exam and setting and understanding 
of targets.  Year 7 were also showcasing some superb questioning skills within their geography lesson 
with Mrs Parnell. Year 10 history completed their first topic assessment on Wednesday to get used to the 
exam technique, and we had another fantastic set of enrichment activities offered to all the students on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

Staff professional development is also very important to us at Saxmundham School. Before the half term 
break we had a Cross Trust Teaching and Learning Conference led by Ross McGill. We will be having 
another session with Ross McGill on Wednesday 4 December for our NQT level 1 and 2 teachers. 
Continuing to invest in all staff at Saxmundham is the key to our continued success and we are engaging 
with the very best minds in education. Mr Connell-Smith and Mrs Mellor are going to a Literacy in 
Education conference, led by Ruth Everett, on Friday; a Trust-wide professional development program for 
our HLTA’s coming up towards the end of this month, with specialist Juliet Adlourne doing some in-house 
training; and curriculum experts for humanities and MFL working with our subject leaders to help improve 
our curriculum so we can offer the very best education to all our students at Saxmundham School. 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 

THE WEEK IN PICTURES...

Some of our 
student leaders 

showing 
respect at the 
Saxmundham 
remembrance 

service. 
#community. 

Thank you girls.

Fabulous 
fundraising by the 
students raising 
over £400! A 

huge thank you 
to Mrs Bevan for 
organising the 

#colourdash & Mrs 
Hodes for helping 
out. #community

Our students backstage 
ready to perform for the 

schools Shakespeare festival 
at DanceEast Ipswich.

#confidence



Dates For Your Diary
Friday 22 November: Cross Trust Winter Games

Monday 25 November: Local Advisory Board Meeting

Tuesday 3 December: Year 11 Progress Evening

Tuesday 3 December: Year 11 Mock GCSE Results Published

Tuesday 3 December: Kitchens of the Globe - Germany

Wednesday 11 December: Parents’ / Carers’ Open Forum

Wednesday 11 December: Christingle Service at St John’s Church

Tuesday 17 December: School Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 18 December: Enrichment Day 1: ‘Make a Difference’

Wednesday 18 December: Last Day of Michaelmas Term

Tuesday 7 January: Start of Lent Term 

Saxmundham 
science: Students 
welcomed Mrs 
Mynott for a 
CEFAS talk, 

inspiring students 
about marine 

biology, marine 
conservation, 

marine research 
and climate 

change

During this week’s 
enrichment students 

had fun making 
their own lava lamps 

with Miss Page.
#challenge


