
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School 

We have had a very busy first full week at SET Saxmundham. Mrs 
Hodes has been working on the enrichment programme for all 
our students and we will be sharing this with them this week.
We have continued to improve the arrangements for feeding our 
students and lunch time is working very well indeed. The students 
are complimentary about the amount of choice and there is plenty 
for them to eat.

Students have risen to the challenge of wearing their school 
uniform with pride. We will continue to focus on this ensuring that 
our students are smart. There has been a particular improvement 
in the wearing of jewellery and I am very grateful for the support 
from home on this.

Please can I remind you about the rules for mobile phones, students may bring them to 
school but they are not to be used them during the day. Could I ask that you remind them 
about this.

We recently shared our plans for Physical Education – while we don’t have all the answers 
this is the way we are going to organise it in the first instance. It is good practice to change 
after Physical Education. Mr Renwick will monitor this and share the outcomes with me.

Mrs L Girling, Head of School

News Update for the 

Week Commencing 14 September 2020

Mrs L Girling
Head of School

Year 6 Virtual Open Events

Mr Connell-Smith, Mrs Sheehan and I met lots of families over zoom on Tuesday evening. We 
were sharing with them why our school is a good one to pick. They asked lots of really good 
questions. 

We will be hosting Virtual Open Mornings on Monday 21 and Friday 25 September 
from 9.00am. 

To register for the event visit: https://www.saxmundhamschool.org.uk/virtual-open-morning/



Forest Schools
We had a fantastic first day of Forest School, with two Year 7 groups enjoying a variety of 
different activities while exploring our school woodland. There were some amazing shelters 
made out of natural materials they had found in the forest and one group used bricks to 
achieve a professional finish for the floor of their den! Joshua Brazier showed real creativity 
and ingenuity by using bark from the old log seats to add a protective layer to his shelter 
walls. 

The Year 7 students discovered a vast array of wildlife in our woodland today; ladybirds, 
woodlice, centipedes, snails, slugs, beetles, spiders, butterflies and wasps were spotted 
and identified. Nathan demonstrated a great level of determination as he spent most of 
the session searching for newts. His perseverance paid off and he was rewarded with a 
discovery of not one, but four Smooth Newts!

My highlight of the Forest School sessions was witnessing the kindness and respect that the 
students showed to one another. There were some great examples of cooperation, where 
students helped each other to follow their individual interests or activities. There was also 
evidence of a developing sense of community, when the students encouraged one another 
and ensured that everyone felt included in the group. Well done to you all! A brilliant start 
to Forest School!

Mrs Reed



The Saxmundham Pin 
There have been so many lovely emails being sent home for 
students who have been working hard in their lessons and 
making progress during that lesson too. We have also had some 
lovely feedback. It is important we work together to make 
education in our school a valuable experience for all.

There is one student who has gone ‘over and above’. Since the 
beginning of term Darcy in Year 7 has risen to every occasion. 
We are all very proud of her and her determination to be successful. Well done Darcy.

Learning at SET Saxmundham School

Wow Moment – Fred M
This is one of our students. He had a very successful weekend he took home numerous 
victories. What an inspiring young man. Well done Fred and your team.



Academic Support Wellbeing Support

Providing a balanced return to school for each and every student

• A 15 week on-line tutoring 
programme for targeted Year 11 
students 

• Access to the full curriculum from 
day one 

• Testing replaced with ‘low stakes 
progress checks’ to help staff 
identify gaps in students’ knowledge 
and understanding 

• Additional tuition and targeted 
catch-up 

• Access to 1:1 tutors

• ‘Life after lockdown’ pastoral 
support programme led by each 
tutor 

• Additional support from the 
pastoral team 

• No assessments for the first three 
weeks. In lessons quizzes will be 
used to help identify gaps and focus 
teaching rather than high stakes tests 

• Support from the School Nurse 

• Enrichment 



Information for Visitors
 
The safety of our pupils, employees, visitors and contractors is always Seckford Education 
Trust’s overriding priority. 

To prevent the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the risk of potential exposure to our school 
community and visitors, our procedures require all visitors to follow increased levels of 
personal hygiene and complete a screening questionnaire. 

SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE

You will be asked to complete the questionnaire as soon as you are welcomed on site to ensure the information is as 
accurate as possible.

Please do not visit the school if you can answer Yes to any of the following questions:
1.  Have you had close contact with or cared for someone diagnosed with COVID-19 in the last 14 days?

2.  Have you, or anyone you have had close contact with or cared for, had any of the following new symptoms 
in the last 7 days:

• Fever (high temperature)
• A new continuous cough which may be different from your usual cough
• Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste
• Shortness of breath
• Any other flu-like symptoms?

3.  Have you, or have you had close contact with someone who has, returned to the UK in the last 14 days 
from an area listed as being subject to quarantine regulations?

You will be asked to provide your contact details upon arrival.

If you have any doubts as to whether you should attend, please speak with the person with whom you have 
organised the visit. Please do not bring anyone else with you unless by prior agreement. 

PERSONAL HYGIENE

Whilst on site, we would ask you to please help us to keep our environment as safe as possible by:

• Temperature check
• Following social distancing rules whilst on site
• Wearing of face coverings unless outside
•  Washing/sanitising hands on arrival and when there has been possible contamination
• Avoiding shaking hands and physical contact
•  Only using the ‘visitor designated’ washroom

FIRE SAFETY 

Seckford Education Trust is operating with the required COVID-19 related restrictions in place in accordance with Government 
guidelines. As a result, various measures are in place to support social distancing, including one way systems in certain areas.

Please be aware that in the case of a fire drill or fire, all those on site should proceed to the nearest fire exit and are not 
required to adhere to the one way system in such circumstances. 

By arriving on site, you are confirming that you understand and will adhere to the above. 
We thank you for your support in keeping our community safe.



Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Wednesday 14 October: “Settling In” Information Evening
Friday 16 October: Progress Checkpoint 1 - reports sent home
Thursday 10 December: Progress Checkpoint 2 - reports sent home
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Friday 16 October: Progress Checkpoint 1 - reports sent home
Thursday 10 December: Progress Checkpoint 2 - reports sent home
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Thursday 29 April: Progress Evening
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Friday 16 October: Progress Checkpoint 1 - reports sent home
Thursday 10 December: Progress Checkpoint 2 - reports sent home
Wednesday 20 January: Year 9 Progress Evening with GCSE Information
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Thursday 8 October: Progress Evening
Friday 16 October: Progress Checkpoint 1 - reports sent home
Thursday 10 December: Progress Checkpoint 2 - reports sent home
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Tuesday 4 May - Friday 14 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 11
Thursday 15 October: Year 11 GCSE Art mock examination
Friday 16 October: Year 11 GCSE Photography mock examination
Friday 16 October: Progress Checkpoint 1 - reports sent home
Monday 2 - Friday 13 November: Mock Examinations 1
Thursday 3 December: Progress Evening - mock examination results
Thursday 10 December: Progress Checkpoint 2 - reports sent home
Monday 22 February - Friday 5 March: Mock Examinations 2
Thursday 25 March: Progress Evening - mock examination results
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Friday 11 September: 10.15 - 11.15am   Tuesday 6 October: 9.30 – 10.30am   
Tuesday 8 December: 9.30 – 10.30am  Tuesday 26 January: 9.30 – 10.30am   
Tuesday 16 March: 9.30 – 10.30am   Tuesday 4 May: 9.30 – 10.30am   
Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Other Events
Thursday 10 December: Achievement Evening (6.45 - 8.00pm)
Friday 11 December: Friends Christmas Fair
Tuesday 15 December: School Christmas Lunch

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days


