
SET Saxmundham School, Seaman Avenue, Saxmundham IP17 1DZ

Message from Miss Ashton, Head of Key Stage 3

Dear our newest member of SET Saxmundham,

We are very excited that you will be starting at SET Saxmundham School 
in September and hope you are too. 

We have planned a variety of sessions that will help you build your confidence 
about leaving your primary school and coming to your new secondary school - SET Saxmundham School. 
I know you will have questions and I would be delighted to be able to answer those questions for you – 
remember every question is worth asking. All the staff at SET Saxmundham are absolutely committed to 
making our school the very best it can be for each and every one of our students. We want to offer you 
and your families the support you require to experience a happy and calm transition to senior school. 

Please read through our first transition bulletin to learn important information about your next steps.



Key Members of Staff

Mr Philpott – Head of School
I lead the School on a daily basis. You will see me in assemblies, in your lessons and around 
the school site. 
Favourite book: The Boys in the Boat by Daniel Brown.
Interesting fact: My Uncle has a part of Antartica named after him!

Ms Sheehan – Assistant Head of School and SENCO
I am the school SENCO, this means I make sure that the needs of all children are identified 
and met.
Favourite book: My favourite book is something that changes but currently I am reading a 
book called ‘Mad Girl’ which is about a girl with OCD.
Interesting fact: Your brain doesn’t stop developing until you are 25, and it develops from 
back to front which means the front part, the bit responsible for self control, reasoning  and 
planning is the last part to develop! I think this explains typical teenage behaviour well.

Miss Mellor – Assistant Head of School and English Lead
I am Assistant Head of School at SET Saxmundham and Strategic English Lead for the Trust.
Favourite book:  Northern Lights by Philip Pulman.
Interesting fact:  The day before Harry Potter and The Deathly Hallows came out, 
I was sent an email copy. I read all 600 pages in one night. It turned out to be a fake!



Key Members of Staff Miss Ashton - Head of Key Stage 3
My job is to support year 7, 8 and 9 as they settle into life at high school. I play a part in well-
being, attendance and achievement, and spend a lot of time working with the families of stu-
dents. I have been at SET Saxmundham since August 2021 and my favourite part of the school 
is the community – knowing each and every student and getting to talk to them all every day!
Favourite book:  Rivers Of London by Ben Aaronovitch.
Interesting fact:   

Miss Bennett - Head of Key Stage 4 and Assistant Designated Safeguarding Lead
My Role is to support Years 10 and 11 through their last years of high school. I am 
responsible for their learning, wellbeing, attendance and working with their families. I have 
been at SET Saxmundham since August 2021 and I have really enjoyed getting to know each 
student and their individual characters. I am also part of the safeguarding team responsible for 
the whole school student’s wellbeing and safeguarding.
Favourite book: The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Attwood.
Interesting fact: I love to sing, I even once auditioned for the X Factor (I was 15!!)

Miss Bevan - Pastoral Support Officer and Designated Safeguarding Lead
My role is to offer support, care and promote the health, welfare and safeguarding of all 
our students. I have been at SET Saxmundham for 3 years and I love our small school 
community and getting to know every student.
Favourite book: My Not So Perfect Life by Sophie Kinsella.
Interesting fact: Listening to your favorite music for just 15 minutes a day lowers stress levels.

Ms Harding - Senior Office Manager
I sort out the day to day running of the main office and assist Mr Philpott, our Head of 
School.
Favourite book: The Fault in Our Stars by John Green.
Interesting fact: I’m a qualified hairdresser!



Please do not worry about finding your way around the School; we put lots of support and help in place over 
the first few weeks! But if it helps, you can take a look at this site map:

1 Will I get to meet anyone in my year before I start? There will be transition days on 28 and 29th June 2022.

    2  What is a Team Leader? A Team Leader is a member of staff whose job it is to take   
        care of their Team group. You will be in a Team group with around 16 students and you  
          will have a Year 7 Team Leader to make sure you are ready to succeed at school. They  
            are the person your parent contacts if they need any information or help.

              4  What will my first day be like at SET Beccles School? On your first day, you will  
                 be met as you arrive and will immediately be in the care of teachers and our older  
                                                             students. They will make sure you get some breakfast and know where you are going. 
                                                           Following on from that, you will go to your Teams classroom to get to know them, find
                                                         out any information you need and to get your timetable. After a few hours, your lessons   
                                                       will start and your secondary school experience begins.

    5 How will I find my way around School? For the first 
          few days of school, you will be shown around the school 
              by some older students who have the job of making sure you 
                             know where to go! It’s quite easy to learn your way around once 
                      you’ve been here a couple of days.

7  Will I need my PE kit on the first day? Yes. You will receive your timetable on the 
first day and our PE staff like to start teaching you straight away so please make sure 
you have your PE kit with you. Once you have your timetable, you will just need to bring 
it on the days you have PE.

8  Will I get a locker? Yes, you will get a locker come September. This will be big enough to 
store your coat, bag and PE kit.

9  What if I forget something? Although our expectations are very high, we do know that this is a big step. For the first few 
weeks, our teachers will understand that it takes time to adjust. If you do forget something important, please talk to staff and 
we can often help.

         10  Am I allowed my mobile phone? We understand that students will have 
             their phones with them but they are to be switched off and remain in your 
                 bag throughout the school day. They may only be used before and after   
        school but never on the school site.

            11 Will I get a lot of homework? You will get weekly homework in 
               English, Maths, Science and MFL (languages). You will also get an 
                 extended project once a half term which will be a project 
        covering multiple topics.

12  Are there extra-curricular clubs? Over the first few 
weeks of secondary school, you will be told about our 
extra-curricular opportunities and how to sign up to these. 
Some examples are: DT workshop, Music lessons, Sports clubs.

Frequently Asked Questions

  

       13.
  when and 
what can I eat?

The school day begins at 8.30am 
but most people arrive around 
8.00am to get some breakfast.

The day ends 
at 3.55pm.

       3.
how long is 
 the school day?

Meet the Team Leader 
event is 15th June 2022 

17:00-19:00

6.
how will 

   I meet my 
  Team Leader?

You can get food and drink three times 
throughout the School day:

• Breakfast (before school): toast, fruit, squash 
and cereal

• Break: toast, soup, fruit, squash and cereal

• Lunch: A rotating menu of hot food
including options for anyone with 

dietary requirements as well 
as a fantastic salad bar.

“Meet Your Team Leader” 
15th June, 17:00-19:00. Information 

for this will be sent out a few 
days before the event.

Miss Goode will visit your primary 
school this Summer Term.

More fun challenges in each Bulletin.

Transition days 28th and 29th June.

End of summer BBQ on 
Friday 26th August

16:30 – 18:00

       coming up!

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook @SETSaxmundham


